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Bag Ladies Shimmer & Raise
Almost $4,000 for IYG!

Indianapolis - On St. Patrick’s Day, the Pride Bag
Ladies “shimmered” and raised $3,896 in funds to help
Indiana Youth Group (IYG) with construction projects
necessary to make the IYG facility more handicapped-
accessible. See photos on page 4.

The show, hosted by Cadillac Barbie & Sequoia
Pentecost, featured performances by Amanda Love,
Aurora Diamonds, Summer Clearance, Carolina Fox,
Eva Deveraux, Rachel Yoder, Halle Pino, Holly Luyah,
Naomi Divine, Veronica Storme, Lilly Endowment,
Ivana Morehead, Bunny Foo Foo, Adessa Reed, and the
current Bag Lady Queen Donna Rhea.

Shimmering Shamrocks is an annual evening hosted by
the Pride Bag Ladies to raise funds for and awareness of
Indiana Youth Group (IYG). IYG provides a safe place,
a confidential environment, youth development
programs and support services which foster personal
strength and wellness among self-identified lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender young people. IYG
advocates on their behalf in schools, on the streets, and
IYG advocates on the streets, and in the community.

Pride Bag Ladies to Host 2nd

Annual Country & Gospel Brunch

(Indianapolis) – The Indy Pride Bag Ladies will host the
second annual Country & Gospel Brunch on Sunday,
April 19, 2009 at Talbott Street, 2145 N. Talbott Street.
The brunch will feature Sequoia Pentecost and Rachel
Yoder. Proceeds from the brunch will be donated to the
Damien Center.

The brunch will be provided by Hoaglin Fine Catering.
The menu will feature: assorted Danish & breakfast
bakeries served with sweet cream butter, sliced fresh fruit
and seasonal berries, vegetarian three-cheese strata,
sausage & cheese strata, roasted red jacket potatoes, apple
wood smoked bacon, cinnamon baguette French toast
with hickory shagbark syrup, fresh ground roast regular
and decaffeinated coffee served with sugar, sweeteners
and cream. Drink specials will be available! Tickets are
now available for purchase. Tickets are $20.00 in
advance or $25.00 at the door, if available.

The show will feature live vocalists and drag queens
performing both country and gospel songs! Doors open at
11:30 a.m. with church music provided by Sequoia &
Rachel. Come early and sing along!
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Continued on page 3
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GLBT HISTORY
Part of the mission and purpose of Indy Pride, Inc. is “to educate
the GLBT Community about GLBT history, of the issues which
affect it, both social and political and of the resources which are
available to its members within the community.”

Marlon Riggs
Marlon Riggs was born on February 3, 1957 in Fort
Worth, Texas. Riggs and his family lived in Fort
Worth until he was eleven. At that time, his family
moved to Georgia. Like many children in military
families, Riggs spent much of his childhood outside of
the United States. Riggs spent most of his teen years in
West Germany. He returned to the United States in
1974 in order to being collage at Harvard University in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. It was at Harvard, that
Riggs began the process of accepting his sexuality and
coming out.

According to Riggs, learning to view his sexuality in a
positive light was complicated for him as an African-
American man in a racist culture. Riggs described his
experiences in an essay published in Out/look, a gay
and lesbian quarterly magazine: “As an undergraduate
at [Harvard], I was as much a prisoner as a student.
Like most others, I had come there to learn, but
foremost, I had come in search of community, of
people like myself – the young, gifted, and Black . . . I
awakened, after I arrived to the realization that I was
also gay. And the reflection of myself that this new me
suggested, this reflection I found nowhere. Worse, I
believed it existed – nowhere.”

In 1978, Riggs graduated from Harvard with honors
and returned to Texas to work at a television station.
In an interview for Brother to Brother, Riggs told
Professor Ron Simmons: “My parents and
grandparents expected me to become a preacher. I
didn’t. I became a filmmaker and that’s my platform,
my podium, the pedestal from which I preach these

days.” The position at the television station in
Texas, however, did not work out well because Riggs
found himself confronted with racism. He left Texas
for California where he earned a master’s degree in
journalism at the University of California, Berkeley
in 1981. Immediately after completing his degree, he
began apprenticing himself to documentary
filmmakers, particularly those working public
television in order to learn his craft. By the time he
began producing his own works in 1987, Riggs has
nine films to his credit.

Riggs continued to build on his reputation by
producing, directing and writing his own films, six of
which appeared between 1987 and 1989. Two of
these films, Ethnic Notions and Tongues Untied, have
earned the highest regard and praise from
filmmakers, black activists, and gay audiences. In
Ethnic Notions, Riggs provides a “brutally
challenging look at the images that have been used in
American culture to reinforce racism from legal
slavery through the late twentieth-century.” With
Tongues Untied, Riggs moved into more
controversial territory. The frank discussion and
portrayal of a black gay male identity kept the film
from being aired on most public television stations
and limited his funding to non-government sources.
The film, however, received broad distribution at film
festivals and earned many awards, including an
outstanding merit award from the Black Filmmakers
Hall of Fame film/video competition. Although
Tongues Untied featured no explicit sex, it inspired
controversy among white conservatives and black
activists alike.

Tongues Untied was awarded Best Documentary of
the Berlin International Film Festival, Best
Independent Experimental Work by the Los Angeles
Film Critics and Best Video by the New York
Documentary Film Festival.

In 1989, while making Tongues Untied, Riggs tested
positive for HIV. In 1992, he made a documentary
about the experience of HIV positive gay black men
entitled No Regrets. Riggs’ final film, Black Is …
Black Ain’t is a documentary examining the complex
cultural forces that shape African-American identity
from the time when “being Black wasn’t always so
beautiful” to the 1992 Los Angeles riots.

Riggs died of complications from AIDS at the age of
37 on April 5, 1994. Riggs is survived by his life
companion of 15 years, Jack Vincent.

Information obtained from various websites.
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UPCO MIN G EV EN T S

Listed below are upcoming Indy Pride Events.
Mark your calendars to come out and join the
fun!

C A L E N D A R O F E V E N T S
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15
CIRCLE CITY IN PRIDE 2009 PLANNING
MEETING
PLACE: INDY PRIDE OFFICE

TIME: 7:00 P.M.

THURSDAY, APRIL 16
INDY PRIDE MEMBERSHIP MIXER
FEATURED ORGANIZATION: COVANCE GLO
PLACE: AGIO RESTAURANT

TIME: 6:00 – 8:00 P.M.

SUNDAY, APRIL 19
2ND ANNUAL PRIDE BAG LADY
COUNTY/GOSPEL BRUNCH
PLACE: TALBOTT STREET

TIME: 12:00 NOON

CATERING: HOAGLIN FINE CATERING

MONDAY, APRIL 20B
SPOTLIGHT – ONE NIGHT, ONE STATE, ONE
REASON
PLACE: CLOWES HALL

TIME: 7:30 P.M.

OTHER GLBT EVENTS IN MARCH:

MONDAY, APRIL 20TH
SPOTLIGHT – ONE NIGHT, ONE STAGE,
ONE REASON
PLACE: CLOWES HALL

TIME: 7:30 P.M.

THURSDAY, APRIL 30
DINING OUT FOR LIFE
LOCATION: VARIOUS RESTAURANTS IN INDY

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE DAMIEN CENTER!

Other scheduled performers include: Aurora Diamonds,
Halle Pino, Summer Clearance, Adessa Reed, Ivana
Morehead, Audrey Heartburn, Holly Luyah, Cadillac
Barbie and 2008 Bag Lady Queen Donna Rhea.

Brunch will be served beginning at 11:30 a.m.
Showtime is 12:30 p.m. Don’t be late! This is one
show you don’t want to miss! Tickets are available
online at www.indyprideinc.com or from the Indy Pride
Bag Ladies. For more information, please contact Gary
Brackett at cadillacbarbieindy@yahoo.com.

Spotlight 2009: One Night, One
Stage, One Reason

Spotlight celebrates its 16th year in 2009. This year’s
event will be held at Clowes Memorial Hall on the
Butler University campus. Showtime is 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are available for $32.50 or $100.00 (VIP Ticket
which includes a reception beginning at 5:30 p.m.).
Spotlight is an annual event where the best of
Indianapolis' performing arts organizations donate their
performances to raise money for the Indiana AIDS
Fund.

Under the artistic direction of David Hochoy and Rob
MacPherson, performances for last year's event included
the American Cabaret Theatre, Brenda Williams, Butler
Ballet, Dance Kaleidoscope, Gregory Hancock Dance
Theatre, Indiana Repertory Theatre, Indianapolis
Chamber Orchestra, Indianapolis Children’s Choir,
Indianapolis Civic Theatre, Indianapolis Men’s Chorus,
Indianapolis Opera, Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra,
Kenyetta’ Dance Company, Phoenix Theatre,
Storytelling Arts of Indiana, Rodnie Bryant, and the
Ladies of Legends of Talbott Street. (2009
performances subject to change.)

New this year, Spotlight 2009 also will feature visual
artists. "Spotlight Art: Courage and Hope" will be
exhibited at Clowes Memorial Hall from March 16
through April 21, 2009. A portion of the proceeds from
the sale of any of the pieces in the exhibition will also
benefit the programs supported by the Indiana AIDS
Fund.

Continued from page 1
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Photos from Shimmering Shamrocks – March 17
(Photos courtesy of Mark Lee – Great Exposures)

Circle City IN Pride Schedule of Events
Saturday, June 6
9:00 – 11:00 p.m. – Circle City IN Pride Kick-Off Party with the Pride Bag Ladies – Gregs

Sunday, June 7
12:00 noon – 4:00 p.m. - Circle City IN Pride 2008 Cookout – Pagoda at Garfield Park – Free – donations requested!
6:30 – 9:00 p.m. –Pride Skate ‘09 at Skateland Roller Skating, 3902 N. Glen Arm Road (www.skatelandindy.com)

Monday, June 8
Day of Service: 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. – Joy’s House & 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. – Indy Fringe Building

Tuesday, June 9
Pride of Indy Band Concert – 7:00 p.m. – Mass Avenue Park – Free Event

Wednesday, June 10
To be announced

Thursday, June 11
Pride Night at Wicked! – 7:30 p.m. – Murat Theatre
Wicked Cast Cabaret benefitting Broadway Cares & Step Up, Inc. – 11:00 p.m. – 45 Degrees

Friday, June 12
IYG – A Night To Share – Indiana War Memorial – Details to be announced

Saturday, June 13
10:00 a.m. – Circle City IN Pride 2009 Parade – Free event
11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. – Circle City IN Pride 2009 Festival – Free event
8:00 p.m. – Sex, Dreams, and Self-Control – Indy Fringe Building

Sunday, June 14
2:00 p.m. – Pride T-Dance – Metro


